
SailingLab Expedition 

Part 1: From Anzio to Sardinia

What happens when a sailing boat becomes a research laboratory, a cultural space,
and a meeting point for science, art, and local communities?
From the 20th of June,  the PartArt4OW SailingLab set sails to document the
PartArt4OW Participatory Art Initiatives (PAIs) in Anzio, Ventotene, Naples and
Salerno, contributing to the marine social research with international networks, and
gathering the voices of marine and coastal communities along the way. Here's
everything that has happened so far, with links to  video documentary, expediation
and navigation diary and interviews to date.

Anzio R.I.S.E. for the Ocean: Where the journey started

Anzio hosted its own Participatory Art Initiative, Anzio R.I.S.E. for the Ocean,
tackling one of the Mediterranean's most overlooked pollution sources — single-use
polystyrene fish crates. Through the "Adopt a Fish Crate" campaign, citizens and
organisations sponsored reusable, EU-accredited crates for local fishers, paired with
citizen science documentation and a participatory art programme. The initiative
culminated in a Harbour Festival featuring a large sculpture assembled from 200
reclaimed polystyrene fish crates, protesting the material's damage to the ocean.
You can find documentaries of Anzio R.I.S.E. for the Ocean available at
https://www.youtube.com/@Rawdrivers and their project website Anzio R.I.S.E.

 SailingLab @ Anzio R.I.S.E. for the Ocean 
Video Federico Fornaro and Giuseppe Lupinacci/ Raw-News

Marcello Dato on the Anzio R.I.S.E. sculpture 
Video Federico Fornaro and Giuseppe Lupinacci/ Raw-News

SailingLab @ AnzioRise final event 
Video Federico Fornaro and Giuseppe Lupinacci/ Raw-News

Departure Ceremony: Anzio, 28th June

The expedition launched with a public departure ceremony at the Lega Navale di
Anzio, attended by institutional representatives and research partners. "Fair wind"
speeches were delivered by Anzio Mayor Aurelio Lo Fazio, Deputy Mayor for
Environmental Policies Luca Brignone, Environmental Councillor and Culture,
Tourism and Fisheries Valentina Corrado, Port Authority Commander Lieutenant
Lorenzo Giovannone, and Alessandro Sciolari, President of the Lega Navale di
Anzio.

Sailing Lab departure presentation at Italian Naval League Anzio  
Video Federico Fornaro and Giuseppe Lupinacci/ Raw-News

The SailingLab was presented by PartArt4OW coordinators Chiara Certomà
(Sapienza University of Rome) and Federico Fornaro (Raw-News), alongside
researchers and collaborators from cognate projects, several of whom shared short
presentations: Ana Jeinić (TU Wien) on Komuna Maro, Diana Rinaldi (Climate
Babes / OutBe), Viviana Piermattei (CMCC) on the CS-MACH1 citizen-science
meteotracker now sailing aboard the boat, and Luisa Galgani (University of Siena),
on the EU's Mission Ocean and its goals of restoring biodiversity, achieving zero
pollution, and building a circular blue economy.

The SailingLab was integrated into the CS-MACH1 project (https://cs-mach1.eu/),
contributing observations to the Marine Citizen Science Data Network through
citizen science protocols and monitoring tools that would remain active throughout
the voyage. The Komuna Maro Portolano was loaded on board
(https://izk.tugraz.at/project/komuna-maro/) , conceived as both a navigational
companion and an artistic device, the Portolano would accompany the expedition
throughout its route and be displayed in each harbour visited.

Anzio — SailingLab finally set sail!  
Video created by Federico Fornaro / Raw-News

Ana Jeinić from Komuna Maro presenting its collaboration

ClimateBabes presenting their collaboration 

Viviana Piermattei (CMCC) on CS-MACH1 collaboration 

Luisa Galgani talks about EC Mission Ocean 

Ponza: 29-30th June

From Anzio, the SailingLab headed south to Ponza for a technical stop. There, the
crew interviewed local historian Umberto Migliaccio, who spoke about how
centuries of resource exploitation and today's intensive over-tourism are harming the
island, and the need for a shift toward safeguarding its marine heritage.

Sailing Lab depart from Ponza 
Video Federico Fornaro and Giuseppe Lupinacci/ Raw-News

Umberto Migliaccio on the touristification of marine areas 

Ventotene & Isola Alter Ego: 1st-3rd July

The SailingLab arrived at Ventotene — and, fittingly, ended up caught in a classic
boat regatta on the way in. The visit centred on Isola Alter Ego, the expedition's
second PAI, and included a warm welcome from local children who sang to the crew,
a transect walk through the island, and the now-famous "wall of bottles": a functional
wall built from discarded glass wine, beer, and olive oil bottles, turning island waste
into shared infrastructure.

Sailing Lab: A warm welcome to Ventotene 
Video created by Federico Fornaro / Raw-News

Isola Alter Ego: A wall of bottles
Video created by Federico Fornaro / Raw-News

Michael Posh (Illuseum Berlin) and Matteo Baini spoke about combining science
and art to change perspectives on plastic pollution — turning waste from a problem
into a resource. Carmen Biondo and Jan Korbes went deeper into how artists and
locals collaborated on the bottle wall itself.

Michael Posch & Matteo Baini talk “Isola Alter Ego”

Carmen Biondo & Jan Korbes talk “Isola Alter Ego” : The wall of bottles

Gulf of Naples: Gaiola Marine Protected Area - 4th July

Leaving Ventotene, the SailingLab sailed roughly 50 miles toward the Gulf of Naples.
At the Gaiola Marine Protected Area, director Maurizio Simeone explained how
establishing the reserve revitalised a once-degraded, polluted environment into a
thriving biological nursery.

The Sailing Lab sets sail to the Gulf of Naples 
Video Federico Fornaro and Giuseppe Lupinacci/ Raw-News

Maurizio Simeone - Parco Sommerso di Gaiola

Inside Italy's smallest marine protected area, Parco Sommerso di Gaiola, crucial
research is taking place to combat human impact.
We spoke with marine biologists Livia Sinigaglia and Giulia Mazzero about the
devastating effects of wastewater discharge within the reserve. Their research shines
a light on how flushed wet wipes and sewage are forming huge masses on the
seafloor, creating anoxic environments that suffocate marine life.
These masses severely threaten delicate coralligenous habitats, sponges, and sea
urchins. Despite these immense challenges, their dedication to analyzing these
impacts and developing restoration solutions, like new Posidonia oceanica planting
methods, gives us hope for the Mediterranean's future!

Livi Sinigaglia & Giulia Mazzero on wet-wipes pollution

MedSail PAI Festival - Bagnoli 5-6th July

The expedition's third PAI unfolded at the MedSail festival in Bagnoli, an area
shaped by the industrial legacy of the former Italsider steel factory. Sveva Ventre
spoke about bringing the project to an area still struggling with historic industrial
pollution, and about preserving free public access to the sea at Calabadessa beach.
Raffaele Vaccaro (Nisida Environment) discussed the ongoing local conflict, where
residents feel new coastal developments, including America's Cup infrastructure, are
being prioritised over much-needed decontamination and public sea access.

MedSail project - Bagnoli, Naples 
Video Federico Fornaro and Giuseppe Lupinacci/ Raw-News

Sveva Ventre on the MedSail initiative

Raffaele Vaccaro (Nisida Environment) in Bagnoli

MedSail project - Environmental crisis in Bagnoli
Video Federico Fornaro and Giuseppe Lupinacci/ Raw-News

THALASSONIA - Voices of the Sea - A Symphonic Finale in Salerno

Before leaving Italian waters, the Sailing Lab celebrated a spectacular milestone in
Salerno with a symphonic concert designed to literally "give the sea a voice." This
final Italian event of the Thalassonia project was the culmination of deep community
engagement, starting with local beach clean-ups and the collection of seabed waste.
Through creative workshops, this recovered debris was upcycled into entirely new,
custom-built musical instruments, including a sophisticated instrument called the
"Aon" and another aptly named the "Rest," crafted entirely from found coastal waste.
Set against the beautiful Salerno sky, the orchestra debuted original music
composed by Francesco Botigliero. Alongside pieces inspired by sea waves and
dolphins, the ensemble performed two special compositions, "Great Blue" and
"Thalassonia," showcasing the unique sounds of the upcycled instruments and
beautifully bridging the gap between marine conservation and symphonic art.

Video Federico Fornaro and Giuseppe Lupinacci/ Raw-News

Mariarosaria Morelli from the Thalassonia project emphasizes that the main
takeaway from their work is the critical need to adopt circular business models to
truly protect the planet. She explains that while their initiative uses music as a tool to
promote this message, starting with marine litter monitoring, this shift toward
circularity and sustainable behavior needs to happen across all sectors to make a
real impact.

Mariarosaria Morelli

Gulf of Salerno: Porticciolo di Pastena - 9th July

The SailingLab crew spent time in the Pastena neighbourhood of Salerno,
documenting a place where the future of a small harbour has remained suspended
for more than thirty years. Meeting with members of the Comitato Giù le Mani dal
Porticciolo, we listened to stories of everyday resistance, of boats passed down
through generations, and of a coastline whose value is measured not only in
economic terms but in relationships, memory and shared practices.

Navigating rough water: Crossing the Tyrrhenian Sea

After successfully documenting four incredible Participatory Art Initiatives (PAIs)
along the Italian coast, the Sailing Lab has officially bid arrivederci to Italian PAIs and
set its course for Spain. The transition hasn't been without its hurdles, as the crew
faced intense conditions while crossing the South Tyrrhenian Sea. The team had to
navigate challenging weather, braving rough seas and battling 18 to 25-knot
southeasterly winds. Fortunately, the skies have begun to clear, and the boat is
making steady progress. The crew is now looking forward to a well-earned pitstop in
the south of Sardinia before continuing their Mediterranean expedition toward the
next Spanish PAI.
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Video created by Federico Fornaro / Raw-News

What’s next

The SailingLab continues westward, with the footage, interviews, and reportage
gathered so far feeding into the visual and narrative archive that PartArt4OW will
present at Demo Days in Badalona at the end of July.

You can follow our activities, stories, and research through:

Sailing Lab page

Chiara Certoma’s Sailing Lab Documentation Diary

Sailing Lab YouTube Channel

Sailing Lab YouTube bites
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